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Second major event
orchestrated by Brassage
Photographique, Unframed is
organized in partnership with
NOOR, and consists in opening
a dialogue and expression
space on new forms of
photojournalism and visual
storytelling in Brussels .

On the roads of the entire world, in
the streets of the Middle East, on the
cobblestones of the European capitals
and the bitumen of the American cities,
photographers testify to the realities
and stakes of an era. Images sometimes
become icons, echoing the past memories
of our History. In an increasingly abundant
flow of information, the photographer
innovates and reinvents himself to tell
stories with images and continues to
challenge the eye of public opinion. New
technologies and new media are pushing
the limits of creativity, from forms of
restitution to broadcast channels. Faced
with a profession in full revolution, the
forms of organization are also evolving.
With UNFRAMED, Brassage wishes to
offer a new event to these visual change
makers through whom photography
continues to forge our representation of
the World day after day. We are happy
and proud to collaborate with NOOR
for this new project. Their professional
commitment and mastering of visual
storytelling are a source of inspiration
for us. They manage to elevate each of us
towards more humanity and reinforce our
desire to take action.

Mélanie Wenger
France, Cosmos
Mélanie Wenger is a documentary
photographer represented by Cosmos
agency based in Brussels. She chose to
tell stories about human beings, and it is
through the stories of individuals that she
approaches global phenomena. She spent
two years working on the youth in Libya
and migrations between this country,
Malta and Belgium. In parallel she works
on ivory trafficking and poaching in the
forest and the bush in Cameroon and
Zimbabwe. She is the 2017 laureate
of the HSBC Prize for the long-term
documentary Marie-Claude, the dolls’
lady and now works on Broken Silence a
documentary on sexual violences.

Marie-Claude
It is in the heart of the Monts d’Arrée,
in Brittany, that Melanie Wenger meets
by chance Marie-Claude. She first asks
her way, then follows her to her house.
She discovered then a phantasmagorical
universe and a fascinating character,
of which it is difficult to differentiate
the facts of the fiction. Nevertheless, a
truth: married very young to an older
man, Marie-Claude was beaten and
sequestered for several years. It was after
his disappearance in the 1990s, that she
gradually created this universe, mourning
her violent husband, and the family life
she never had.

Broken Silence
Broken Silence is a documentary
investigation about sexual violence
around the world. It started in opposition
neighborhoods in Mugabe Zimbabwe in
2016 and continues into the Colombian
gang war, United States, Mexico and
Europe. Faces are different, the stories
change, but the fight remains the
same. A silent struggle to highlight
the unthinkable and to survive trauma,
violence and injuries. By this approach,
on several continents, of the fight against
sexual violence, Melanie Wenger also
helps to understand the international
dimension of this phenomenon that
knows no geographical, social or cultural
boundaries.

Nina Berman
USA, NOOR
Nina Berman is a documentary
photographer, filmmaker, author and
professor. Her work focuses on a wide
range of topics such as American politics,
the militarisation of American life,
soldiers’ post-traumatic stress disorder
and women during war. Exhibited in more
than a hundred galleries and events, the
quality of her work is internationally
recognized and rewarded with numerous
awards including the World Press Photo
Foundation or Pictures of the Year
International. She is a member of the
NOOR agency and an associate professor
at the Columbia University Graduate
School of Journalism where she runs the
photography program.

An autobiography of Miss Wish
An Autobiography of Miss Wish is a
story of a survivor of sex trafficking and
child pornography and her struggle to
survive and find physical and emotional
safety, to assert herself as an artist and
narrator, and to craft a life while living
in a state of flashbacks, trauma and
addiction. Composed of images by Nina
Berman and the archives and drawings
of Kimberly Stevens, the protagonist of
this documentary, this work carried out
over 25 years is also a tale about two lives
intertwined and the healing potential of
collaborative documentary.

Pauline Beugnies
Belgique
In 2005, after studying journalism at
Ihecs, Pauline Beugnies worked in Congo,
Bangladesh, Albania and Belgium. It
was in Egypt, where she lived for 5 years
and learned Arabic, that she initiated a
long-running work on the youth of Cairo
during and after the Egyptian revolution.
Her work goes into the intimacy of this
young generation and its aspirations.
In 2017, she directed Rester Vivant, a
documentary on the disappointed hopes of
this generation after the 2011 revolution,
through portraits of four young Egyptians.

Women and revolutions
In 2011, the Arab world was shaken
by revolutions carried out by young
people. After Tunisia, it was in Egypt that
demonstrations started on January 25 in
Cairo. After several days, demonstrators
settled on Tahrir Square, the heart
of the revolution, where hundreds of
thousands of people stood supporting
the protests. On February 11, 2011, Hosni
Mubarak resigned, the day after a speech
consolidating his intention to stay in
power.

Through her work, Pauline
Beugnies, tells from the
inside this youth that brought
this revolution where women
have played a major role,
living since, under the threat
of growing repression.

Andrea Bruce
USA, NOOR
Andrea Bruce is a documentary
photographer, member of the NOOR
collective, who brings attention to
people living in the aftermath of war. She
concentrates on the social issues that
are sometimes ignored and often ignited
in war’s wake. For over ten years she
has chronicled the world’s most troubled
areas, focusing on Iraq and Afghanistan.
Her awards include top honors from
the White House News Photographers
Association (where she has been named
Photographer of the Year four times), a
2nd prize World Press Photo Daily Life
singles in 2014 and she was a recipient of
the 2018 Anja Niedringhaus Courage in
Photojournalism Award.

The power of women
Throughout her career, Andrea Bruce has
taken a deeply caring look at women. In
countries most often affected by war and
poverty, the photographer worked closely
with the population to bring back images
of an exceptional proximity with those
photographed, symbols of the great trust
placed in the eyes of the author. In the
Middle East, in Europe, in Egypt, in India
and in Brazil, Andrea Bruce tells us here
the history of important encounters she
made, with courageous women carrying a
political, social or cultural revolution.

A focus on Brasil
Brazil is catching up to Europe and
the United States as one of the new

frontrunners in the international
marketplace. With Brazil’s new standing
in the world has also come new rights
and standards for the women. The
empowerment of women is a remarkable
cultural achievement in a traditionally
male dominated society such as Brazil.
From the powerful government ministers
and congresswomen, to Brazilian support
groups that teach men more “womanly”
tasks to help around the house while
women head to the offices, there is
evidence throughout the country that the
women in Brazil have been given the green
light to become the world’s strongest new
leaders. A work presented on the occasion
of the Cinema Festival « l’Heure d’été ».

Pep Bonet
SPAIN, NOOR
Pep Bonet is an award-winning filmmaker
and photographer. He works on personal
projects, mostly directing documentary
films, and on assignments for clients
and NGO’s. His most well known project
is “Faith in Chaos”, a photo essay on the
aftermath of the war in Sierra Leone.
Pep’s ongoing work around the globe on
HIV/Aids and identity has led to several
photography books and many exhibitions
worldwide. He is also know for a longterm reportage on the rock ‘n roll
band Motörhead. In 2013, Pep won his
third World Press Photo Award.

All imperfect things: Brazil’s
transsexuals
Transgender political activism in Brazil
began in the 1990’s, around the same time

the country’s economic growth took off.
Despite the rapid developments on many
levels, the country still suffers from high
levels of corruption, violent crime, poverty,
as well as a lack of public acceptance
and legal rights of transgender people.
Transgender political activism was a late
development in Brazil, where it started
as a result of the AIDS epidemic. Out of
lack of opportunities, many transgenders
turn to prostitution, a price they pay for
choosing to transform. In Rio de Janeiro
and Fortaleza, Pep Bonet documented the
lives inside the transvestite communities,
in his on-going project on this topic where
he previously documented transgenders
in Honduras. A work presented on the
occasion of the Cinema Festival « l’Heure
d’été ».

Regards croisés au Congo
Quentin Bruno

Léonard Pongo

Quentin Bruno is a member of the
Brassage collective. He investigates the
social tragedies that our world is going
through. He covered the IsraeliPalestinian conflict, the Syrian refugee
crisis in Lebanon, and has worked on the
Talibé children in Senegal. For two years,
he works on armed conflicts in Syria and
Iraq, focusing on the militia of the NPU
during the liberation and the
reconstruction of their city of Qaraqosh.

Léonard Pongo is a NOOR documentary
photographer and filmmaker. His longterm project “The Uncanny” has earned
him several international awards and
world-wide recognition. Pongo’s work has
been featured in numerous and published
in the Guardian UK, CNN, National
Geographic and more. His photographic
career is shared between his long term
projects in Congo DR, his involvement
with the Congolese art scene, teaching
and assignment work.

On the occasion of Unframed, Quentin
Bruno, Brassage photographer, and
Léonard Pongo, NOOR photographer,
went together to Congo, in order to
develop this crossed-vision project. It
tells the fragile peace of the province of
Kasaï. In search of security after several
months of crisis, where many had to flee,
the inhabitants are rebuilding in a context
still unstable.

From color to black and white
photography, Quentin Bruno and
Léonard Pongo initiates a collaborative
approach, concretizing the collaboration
between Brassage and NOOR for this
exhibition. With the support of MSF
Belgium.
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